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2025-2026 Early Childhood Educator Wage Enhancement  
Update Memo 

Agenda for Children will issue one final modified round of educator stipends (Round 9) in 

December 2025. Reduced City resources have limited available funding, and remaining 

funds have been prioritized to ensure this final round is completed. Eligible educators can 

expect a projected stipend of approximately $750. 

Round 9: Key Changes 

 
Final Stipend 

• A single final stipend will be issued in December 2025. 

• This round replaces all previously scheduled rounds. 

 

Updated Documentation Process 

• Providers will not upload payroll-based proof of hours during the application 

process. 

• Site Directors will attest to educator eligibility, including the 30-hours-per-week 

requirement. 

• Providers must update all employment and separation dates for all educators 

before stipends are issued. 

 

Audit Requirements 

• Payroll verification will not be collected up front, but Agenda for Children may audit 
eligibility at any time. 

• Centers must maintain payroll, hours records, proof of payment, and all supporting 

documentation for five (5) years. 

 
Round 9 Timeline 

 
• On or before December 1, 2025: Attestation Form sent to providers. 

• December 1-3, 2025: Providers complete attestation, verify eligibility, and update 

employment/separation dates. 

• Weeks of December 8-19, 2025: Funding distributed to centers. 

December 19-31, 2025: Providers distribute stipends to educators. 

After January 1, 2026: Providers retain all required documentation for five years for 

potential audit. 

 

 

Agenda for Children will continue exploring opportunities to identify future funding for this 

program. For questions, contact wageenhancement@noeen.org. 


